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Whatever centres of population and commercial movement
serve the Guiana region, are all situated along the coastal^ strip
and its continuation on the left bank of the Orinoco. Ciudad
Bolivar in Venezuela, already mentioned, is one of these and San
Fernando de Atapo, higher up where the large affluent^ the
Ventuari, joins the main river, is another. In British Guiana,
Georgetown is relatively quite an important centre. The port
has the advantage of being in touch with the valleys of two con-
siderable rivers, the Essequibo and the Demerara, both of which
are navigable by fair-sized vessels for some 60 miles inland. In
the neighbourhood of this town also the coastal plain is wider and
contains more open unforested land than anywhere else in the
Guianas, The savannah country continues eastwards as far as
the lower course of the Berbice River, at the mouth of which is the
only other important centre in the British Colony, namely, New
Amsterdam. Farther east in Dutch and French Guiana, where
the belt of coastal savannahs becomes narrower, the trade of each
of these colonies is centred in one small port; Paramaribo at the
mouth of the Surinam River depends for its existence mainly on
the export of sugar and of forest products from the interior, while
Cayenne has little to recommend it beyond the fact that it is the
capital and the only place where white men are to be found
living voluntarily in a territory that remains almost entirely
undeveloped.

The industries of the Guiana Highlands proper comprise the
collection of special forest products, a limited amount of timber
cutting, mining for various minerals, and in one district stock-
rearing. The agricultural industries of the coastal lowlands, of
importance only in British Guiana, have been dealt with in
general in Chapter V above.

Of the forest products balata occupies the first place. The
trees grow scattered among others in the forests, but occasionally
in clumps, all the way from French Guiana to the upper Orinoco
Mne in Venezuela. They are more abundant in the hilly district
than in the swampy lowlands. Dutch Guiana has hitherto been
the largest producer of balata after Venezuela, but recent reports
indicate that the supplies from that area are likely to decline in
consequence of primitive and wasteful methods of exploitation.
In British Guiana precautions have been taken by the Government
to preserve the trees from destruction: the gum cannot be
gathered except by licence; no tree can be cut down without
written authority; the trees may not be tapped until they have
attained a certain size, nor re-bled before the previous incisions
have healed. In this colony the chief centres of the industry are
in the Berbice and in the Rupununi districts. In Venezuela